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ANCILLARY 
EXPENSES FOR 
BUNKERING EX 

BARGE AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES AT 

BALBOA/CRISTOBAL 
ANCHORAGES 

 
 
 

The following charges are incurred by all 
vessels when lifting fuel ex-barge, 
irrespective of the terms and conditions for 
the purchase of the fuel.  
 
These charges are also applicable for any 
other activities conducted whilst in 
Panamanian waters: lube oil deliveries, 
crew changes, engine repairs, etc. 
 
Port Authority/Panama Maritime 
Authority (AMP) 
- Right of Basin (darsenas) - US$ 0.05 per GRT 

- Anchorage Fee (fondeo) – US$ 0.01 per GRT X 
DAY 

 
Panama Maritime Authority 
- Ocean Pollution Control - US$ 0.02 per GRT 

 
Panama Canal Authority 
- Pilotage - US$ 48.00 per foot per deepest draft 
- Launch Hire - US$ 182.00 per hour 
- Channel Fee - US$ 19.80 per foot of draft 

 
Pilotage for bunkering in the Cristobal 
anchorage is compulsory. 
 
Ministry of Health 
- Fumigation/Sanitation - approx US$ 375.00 
 

Fumigation (Preventative Spraying) 

Decree  232 of  November 8, 1979  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Ministerio  de  
Salud),   stipulates  that  all  vessels   
arriving  to  the  Panama   Canal  from  
infested  areas  (over  50  countries  
including  the  USA)  must  be  subjected  
to  preventative  spraying  against  the  
mosquito  Aedes  Aegypti  and  Aedes  
Albopictus.   This   law  applies not only to 
vessels which conduct activities at  the 
anchorage  whilst  awaiting  transit,  i.e.  
bunkering,   crew  changes,   on/off   
loading   spares   etc.,  but  also  for  
vessels   which   solely  arrive  for  Canal  
transit. 
 
 
Private Launch (Government Concession) 

(Balboa and Cristobal) 
US$ 220.00 per hour - Mon-Fri 0600-1800 normal). 
US$ 330.00 per hour - Mon-Fri 1800-0600 
(weekends and holidays). 
Minimum two hours per trip. 

 

 
BERTHING COSTS 
(Balboa/Cristobal) 

 
PRIVATE TUGS 
US$ 1,800.00 per tug per hour (plus bunker 
surcharge). 
 
PILOTAGE 
US$ 48.00 per foot (draft) 
 
WHARFAGE 
US$ 0.100 per GRT First 24 hours 
US$ 0.007 per GRT per hour 2nd 24 hr period 
US$ 0.011 per GRT per hour thereafter 
 
CONSULAR FEES 
US$ 200.00 per vessel 
 
FUMIGATION/SANITATION 
US$ 375.00 (approx) per vessel 
 
CUSTOMS (Aduana) 
US$ 26.00 daily (weekdays) 
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US$ 31.00 daily (weekends/holidays) 
 
MOORING/UNMOORING 
US$ 439.00 per maneuver 
 
OCEAN POLLUTION  
US$ 0.02 per GRT 
 
LIGHTS & BUOYS 
US$ 0.05 per GRT 
 
SECURITY FEE 
US$   60.00 – GRT up to 3,000 
US$ 100.00 – GRT 3,001 up to 6,000 
US$ 150.00 -  GRT 6,001 up to 10,000 
US$ 350.00 -  GRT 10,001 up to 20,000 
US$ 450.00 -  GRT more than 20,000 
 
DREDGING CHARGE  
Per maneuver and per foot or fraction of. 
US$ 3.98   – Up to 10 ft. 
US$ 7.95   – 10 to 20 ft. 
US$ 13.10 – 20 to 30 ft. 
US$ 16.95 – 30 to 40 ft. 
US$ 21.00 – More than 40 ft.  

 
 

(MANZANILLO TERMINAL) 
 
PRIVATE TUGS 
US$ 1,575.00 per tug per hour (plus bunker 
surcharge). 
 
PILOTAGE 
US$ 1,600.00 (10,000 to 70,000 GRT) 
US$ 350.00 (launch)  
 
_________________________________ 

 
 

 

BASIC CARGO COSTS 
(Balboa/Cristobal) 

 
 
BREAKBULK  US$ 18.50 per Rev. ton 
 
CONTAINERS 
20'/40' Full  US$ 286.00 per unit 

20'/40' Empty  US$ 187.00  "     " 
20'/40' In Transit US$ 143.00  "     " 
 
VEHICLES        Local          Intransit 
Small          US$ 111.83    US$ 55.00 per unit 
Large          US$ 223.65    US$110.00  "     " 
Heavy Lift     US$ 335.00    US$165.00  "     " 
 
STORAGE CHARGE 
Container  US$ 27.50 per teus P/D 
Vehicle  US$ 10.00   "     "      " 
 
INLAND TRUCKING 
40' Container 
Balboa/Free Zone       US$ 375.00 per unit 
Cristobal/Panama US$ 375.00  “     “ 
Manzanillo/Panama US$ 375.00  "     " 
 
20' Container 
Balboa/Free Zone       US$ 375.00 per unit 
Cristobal/Panama US$ 375.00  “     “ 
Manzanillo/Panama US$ 375.00  "     " 
 
40' Container 
Cristobal/Free Zone US$ 200.00 per unit 
 
20' Container 
Cristobal/Free Zone US$ 100.00 per unit   
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Channel Fee for Local Call Vessels 
(Per Foot of Maximum Draft) 

 
Under 20 feet (per foot)…………...…US$ 7.50 
20 ft and under 30 ft (per foot)….....US$ 12.35 
30 ft and under 40 ft (per foot)…......US$ 16.00 
40 ft and over (per foot) ……………US$ 19.80 
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